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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to applicant's response to RCE, which is filed 
April 7 2006. 

A RCE to the claims 7,9-1 1 ,13-37 have been entered and made of record in the 
Application of Harris et al. for a "Remote control multimedia content listing system" filed 
August 31, 2001. 

Claims 7,9-11,13-37 are pending. 

Claims 1-6,8 and 12 are cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7,9-1 1 ,1 3-33 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendments and argument to the rejected claims are insufficient to 
distinguish the claimed invention from the cited prior arts to overcome the rejection of 
said claims under 35 U.S.C 102(a) as discussed below. Applicant's amendment and 
argument with respected to the pending claims 34-37, have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive for at least the following reasons. 

According to amended claim 34, the limitation "received from the network to 
generate and display a media, is not persuasive. 
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Van Ryzin et al. teach remote control unit 20 communicates with the internet 46 
to receive media data and display the data on the screen of the remote control unit 20 
(col. 4 lines 40-50 and col. 5 lines 25-40; see Figure 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 CISC § 102 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 34-35 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Van Ryzin et al. (US# 6,255,961 ). 

Referring to claim 34, Ryzin et al. disclose a method of programming a remote 
control, wherein said remote control is capable of controlling at least one electronic 
device (col. 1 lines 40-48), said method comprising: 

inputting at least one media data into the remote control, which is web enabled 
(i.e. remote control 20 communicates with the internet through interface 44) (col. 5 lines 
25-39); 

transferring the media data from the remote control (20) (i.e. remote control 20 
communicates with the internet through interface 44) to a network operatively 
coupled to a control station (col. 5 lines 25-39); 

transferring the media data from the network to the control station (col. 5 lines 
40-60); 
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it is inherent the control station generating configuration data for the media data 
for use by the remote control (col. 5 line 61 to col. 6 line 9); 

the control station transferring the configuration data to the network (col. 5 lines 
29-31 ; see Figure 3); and 

the network transferring the configuration data to the remote control (col. 5 lines 
45-50); the remote control using the configuration data received from the network to 
generate and display a media guide (col. 4 lines 18-50 and col. 5 lines 25-40). 

Referring to claim 35, Ryzin et al. disclose the method of claim 34, further 
comprising: 

wherein the configuration data determines at set of control signals that are 
transmitted by the remote control to at least one electronic device based upon a media 
selection for activating the media selection (col. 3 lines 34-44; see Figure 2); 

selecting on the remote control a media program associated with the media 

selection, wherein the media program is to be played by at least one electronic 
device (col. 6 lines 20-30); and 

transmitting a control signal from the remote control to the electronic device to 

play the media program (col. 5 lines 55-60). 

Referring to claim 37, RyZin et al. disclose the method of claim 34, wherein the 
network includes the Internet (col. 5 lines 30-50). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7,9-10,11 and 13-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Van Ryzin et al. (US# 6,255,961 ) in view of Guo et al. (US# 
6,173,330) and further in view of Allport (US# 6,104,334). 

Referring to claim 7, Van Ryzin et al. disclose a method of using a remote control 
multimedia content listing system, said method comprising the steps of: 

entering a media record into said electronic system of a remote control device 
(i.e. the electronic system includes remote device 20 upload and download 
entertainment data from the PC 44 and then the data is transferred to the A/V device 1 
- N for entertainment; see Figure 3), wherein said electronic system (i.e. see Figure 3) 
of said remote control device is web enabled (i.e. remote control 20 communicates with 
the internet through interface 44) and is capable of controlling one or more electronic 
devices (i.e. Device 1 to Device N) (col. 3 lines 60-67 and col. 4 lines 19-25); 

storing said media record within said electronic system of said remote control 
device (col. 4 lines 25-39); 
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uploading said media record from the electronic system of said remote control 
device via a wireless network connection a network; transferring said media record from 
the network to a wireless network-control station (col. 5 lines 25-40); 

determining in said network-control station an identity of media that corresponds 

with each said media record (col. 5 lines 25-40); and 

generating in said network-control station a configuration data for said electronic 
system of said remote control device that allows said electronic system of said 
remote control device to display a media guide, and wherein said configuration 
data determines a set of control signals that are configured to be transmitted by 
said electronic system of said remote control device to at least one electronic 
device based upon a media selection for activating said media selection; it 
obvious that data is transferring from said network-control station to said network 
and network transferring the data to the electronic system of said remote control 
device (col. 4 lines 18-39 and col. 5 lines 30-67); 

repeating the entering and the storing steps for additional media records (i.e. see 
Figure 6, Van Ryzin et al. disclose one or more artists can be selected between Mariah 
Carey and Chet Atkins. This indicates that the AA/ system is capable of storing multiple 
media records.). 

However, Van Ryzin et al. did not explicitly disclose automatically updating said 
configuration data if new configuration data is available; and automatically transferring 
said updated-configuration data to said electronic system of said remote control device 
if said electronic system is operatively coupled to said control station; generating in the 
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remote control an updated media guide based on the configuration data generated in 
the network-control station and received form the network; and displaying on a display 
of the remote control the updated media guide for user selection of a piece of media for 
play by one or more of the electronic devices. 

In the same field of endeavor of delivery entertainment data segment of Guo et 
al. disclose prior art that automatically transferring and updating data stream (col. 1 
lines 48-67) and display the current entertainment information. 

One skilled in the art recognizes that automatically transferring and updating data 
segment of Guo et al. is desirable in the entertainment system of Van Ryzin et al. 
because Van Ryzin et al. disclose the remote control unit 20 communicate with PC 44 
in a two-way fashion is that the PC is a very useful tool for controlling and programming 
the remote control unit 20. A further important benefit of having two-way 
communications between the remote control unit and the PC is that access to the 
Internet 46 (world wide web), and thus the wealth of information available on the 
Internet, is provided. Information on the Internet that may be of interest to a user of an 
A/V system includes TV listings with VCR+ codes and information about music CDs in 
the form of the CD TOC, a database containing such information as the number of 
tracks and length of each track on the CD. PC software would allow such databases to 
be browsed and pertinent information to be communicated from the PC to the remote 
control unit (col. 5 lines 26-39) and Guo et al. disclose the prior art that automatically 
transferring and updating the data stream in the receiver system (col. 1 lines 48-67). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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of the invention was made to include automatically transferring and updating data 
segment of Guo et al. in the entertainment system of Van Ryzin et al. with the 
motivation for doing so would allow the convenience of the user from manually 
transferring and updating the music entertainment data segment. 

However, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. did not explicitly disclose 
generating in the remote control an updated media guide based on the configuration 
data generated in the network-control station and received form the network; and 
displaying on a display of the remote control the updated media guide for user selection 
of a piece of media for play by one or more of the electronic devices. 

In the same field of endeavor of remote control system, Allport teaches disclose 
generating in the remote control an updated media guide based on the configuration 
data generated in the network-control station and received form the network; and 
displaying on a display of the remote control the updated media guide for user selection 
of a piece of media for play by one or more of the electronic devices (col. 3 lines 22-38, 
col. 4 line 53 to col. 5 line 2, col. 5 line 50 to col. 6 line 21 , col. 9 line 58 to col. 1 0 line 1 7 
and col. 29 lines 30-65). 

One skilled in the art recognizes that the guide received from the network is to be 
displayed on the remote control of Allport is desirable in the in the entertainment system 
of Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. because Van Ryzin et al. teach the received 
guide is displayed on the PC (col. 4 lines 40-50) and Allport teach the received guide 
from the web can be displayed on the electronic appliances and the portable remote 
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device 10 in order to have the alternative of displaying on the electronic appliances such 
PC and TV or on the display of the portable remote device 10 (col. 29 lines 30-64). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Van Ryzin et al. disclose a method of using a remote 
control multimedia content listing system, said method comprising the steps of: 

accessing a web page of a control station (col. 5 lines 25-40); 

inputting media data into said web page (col. 5 lines 25-40); and 

generation a configuration data for said electronic media data for an electronic 
system of a remote control device that allows said electronic system (i.e. the electronic 
system includes remote device 20 upload and download entertainment data from the 
PC 44 and then the data is transferred to the AA/ device 1 - N for entertainment display; 
see Figure 3) to display a media guide, for said media data, wherein said electronic 
system (col. 4 lines 18-39) of said remote control device is configured to control one or 
more electronic devices (i.e. AA/ device 1-N); it is obvious that transferring configuration 
data from said control station through a network and a wireless network link to said 
electronic system (i.e. see Figure 3) of said remote control device; said configuration 
data determining a set of control signals that are transmitted by said electronic system 
(i.e. see Figure 3) of said remote control device to at least one electronic device based 
upon a media selection for activating said media selection (col. 5 line 30 to col. 6 line 
29). 

However, Van Ryzin et al. did not explicitly disclose automatically updating said 
configuration data if new configuration data is available; and automatically transferring 
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said updated-configuration data to said electronic system of said remote control device 
if said electronic system is operatively coupled to said control station; generating in the 
remote control an updated media guide based on the configuration data generated in 
the network-control station and received form the network; and displaying on a display 
of the remote control the updated media guide for user selection of a piece of media for 
play by one or more of the electronic devices. 

In the same field of endeavor of delivery entertainment data segment of Guo et 
al. disclose prior art that automatically transferring and updating data stream (col. 1 
lines 48-67) and display the current entertainment information. 

In the same field of endeavor of remote control system, Allport teaches disclose 
generating in the remote control an updated media guide based on the configuration 
data generated in the network-control station and received form the network; and 
displaying on a display of the remote control the updated media guide for user selection 
of a piece of media for play by one or more of the electronic devices (col. 3 lines 22-38, 
col. 4 line 53 to col. 5 line 2, col. 5 line 50 to col. 6 line 21, col. 9 line 58 to col. 10 line 17 
and col. 29 lines 30-65). 

Therefore, the obvious and motivation combining of Guo et al. into Van Ryzin et 
al. and Allport is similar as stated in claim 7 above. 

Referring to claim 20, Van Ryzin et al. disclose a method of programming a 
remote control, wherein said remote control is capable of controlling at least one 
electronic device (col. 1 lines 40-48), said method comprising: 
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accessing a control station (col. 5 lines 25-40); 

inputting at least one media data into said control station (col. 5 lines 25-40); 

generating a configuration data by said control station for said remote control that 
allows said remote control to display a media guide (col. 4 lines 18-39), and wherein 
said configuration data determines control signals that are transmitted by said remote 
control to at least one electronic device (i.e. AA/ device 1-N) based upon a media 
selection for activating said media selection (col. 5 lines 30-67); 

it obvious that transferring the configuration data from said control station through 
a network and a wireless network link to said remote control (col. 5 lines 53-56) of the 
user; 

selecting a media event to be accessed upon at least one electronic device (col. 
5 lines 57-60); 

transmitting a control signal from said remote control to at least one electronic 
device to play said media event based upon said configuration data (col. 5 lines 57-60). 

However, Van Ryzin et al. did not explicitly disclose automatically updating said 
configuration data if new configuration data is available; and automatically transferring 
said updated-configuration data to said remote control if said remote control is 
operatively coupled to said control station; generating in the remote control an updated 
media guide based on the configuration data generated in the network-control station 
and received form the network; and displaying on a display of the remote control the 
updated media guide for user selection of a piece of media for play by one or more of 
the electronic devices. 
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In the same field of endeavor of delivery entertainment data segment of Guo et 
al. disclose prior art that automatically transferring and updating data stream (col. 1 
lines 48-67) and display the current entertainment information. 

One skilled in the art recognizes that automatically transferring and updating data 
segment of Guo et al. is desirable in the entertainment system of Van Ryzin et al. 
because Van Ryzin et al. disclose the remote control unit 20 communicate with PC 44 
in a two-way fashion is that the PC is a very useful tool for controlling and programming 
the remote control unit 20. A further important benefit of having two-way 
communications between the remote control unit and the PC is that access to the 
Internet 46 (world wide web), and thus the wealth of information available on the 
Internet, is provided. Information on the Internet that may be of interest to a user of an 
A/V system includes TV listings with VCR+ codes and information about music CDs in 
the form of the CD TOC, a database containing such information as the number of 
tracks and length of each track on the CD. PC software would allow such databases to 
be browsed and pertinent information to be communicated from the PC to the remote 
control unit (col. 5 lines 26-39) and Guo et al. disclose the prior art that automatically 
transferring and updating the data stream in the receiver system (col. 1 lines 48-67). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to include automatically transferring and updating data 
segment of Guo et al. in the entertainment system of Van Ryzin et al. with the 
motivation for doing so would allow the convenience of the user from manually 
transferring and updating the music entertainment data segment. 
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In the same field of endeavor of remote control system, Allport teaches disclose 
generating in the remote control an updated media guide based on the configuration 
data generated in the network-control station and received form the network; and 
displaying on a display of the remote control the updated media guide for user selection 
of a piece of media for play by one or more of the electronic devices (col. 3 lines 22-38, 
col. 4 line 53 to col. 5 line 2, col. 5 line 50 to col. 6 line 21 1 col. 9 line 58 to col. 1 0 line 1 7 
and col. 29 lines 30-65). 

Therefore, the obvious and motivation combining of Guo et al. into Van Ryzin et 
al. and Allport is similar as stated in claim 7 above. 

Referring to claim 9, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose the 
method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of claim 7, Van 
Ryzin et al. disclose storing said configuration data within said electronic system of 
said remote control device (col. 4 lines 18-39 and col. 5 lines 53-56). 

Referring to claim 10, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of claim 9, Van 
Ryzin et al. disclose displaying said media guide upon said display of said remote 
control device (col. 4 lines 18-39 and col. 5 lines 40-67), see Figure 
5-7). 
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Referring to claim 13, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of claim 1 1 ,Van 
Ryzin et al. disclose storing said configuration data within said electronic system of said 
remote control device (col. 5 lines 53-56). 

Referring to claim 14, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of claim 14, Van 
Ryzin et al. disclose displaying said media guide upon said display within said remote 
control (col. 4 lines 18-39, col. 5 lines 60-67 and col. 7 lines 17-20;see Figures 5-7). 

Referring to claims 15 and 23, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport 
disclose the method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of 
claims 1 1 and 20, Van Ryzin et al. disclose wherein said media guide includes a 
television guide (col. 5 lines 25-40). 

Referring to claims 16 and 24, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport 
disclose the method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of 
claims 1 1 and 20, Van Ryzin et al. disclose wherein said media guide includes a music 
guide (col. 6 lines10-30). 

Referring to claims 17 and 25, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport 
disclose the method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of 
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claims 16 and 24, Van Ryzin et al. disclose wherein said music guide is comprised of 
information relating to music media contained within a user's home stereo system (col. 
6 lines10-30). 

Referring to claim 18, Van Ryzin et al. in view Guo et al. and Allport disclose the 
method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of claim 16, Van 
Ryzin et aL disclose wherein said music guide is comprised of information relating to 
compact discs contain within a user's home stereo system (col. 6 lines10-30). 

Referring to claim 19, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et aL and Allport disclose 
the method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of claim 18, Van 
Ryzin et al. disclose including the steps of: 

selecting a media event to be displayed or listened to by said user (col. 6 lines 

10-30). 

transmitting a control signal to an electronic device to play said media event (col. 
5 lines 55-67). 

Referring to claim 21 , Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of using a remote control multimedia content listing system of claim 20, Van 
Ryzin et al. disclose including the step of: 

storing said configuration data within said electronic system (col. 5 lines 53-56). 
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Referring to claim 22, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the methodof using a remote control multimedia content listing system of claims 
13 and 20, Van Ryzin et al. disclose including the step of: 
displaying said media guide upon said display within said remote control (col. 4 
lines 18-39, col. 5 lines 60-67 and col. 7 lines 17-20;see Figures 5-7). 

Referring to claim 26, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of claim 7, Van Ryzin et al. disclose further comprising the electronic 
system of the remote control device issuing a warning for an upcoming media 
presentation associated with the media record (col. 4 lines 31-40) order for the user to 
identify on the display of the next ready string. 

Referring to claim 27, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of claim 26, Van Ryzin et al. disclose wherein the media presentation is a 
television program (col. 5 lines 30-39). 

Referring to claim 28, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of claim 27, Van Ryzin et al. disclose wherein the step of entering a media 
record into the electronic system of the remote control device includes a user entering 
the media record into the electronic system of the remote control device using at least 
one of a keypad or keyboard in order to carryout the desire functions (col. 5 lines 5-67). 
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Referring to claim 29, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of claim 7. The limitation of claim 29 is conventional wherein the mouse, the 
trackball, the keyboard, and jog switch are configured to control a pointer displayed on a 
screen on the electronic device. 

Referring to claim 30, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of claim 7, wherein the electronic system of the remote control device is 
web enabled, and wherein the step of uploading includes uploading the media record 
from the electronic system of the remote control device to a network operatively coupled 
to the control station (col. 5 lines 25-40). 

Referring to claim 31 , Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of claim 30, wherein the electronic system of the remote control device is a 
remote control (20) (i.e. remote control unit) (col. 5 lines 25-40). 

Referring to claim 32, Van Ryzin et al. in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of claim 1 1 , further comprising the electronic system of the remote control 
device issuing a warning for an upcoming presentation of a media presentation 
associated with the media record (col. 5 lines 30-39). 
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Referring to claim 33, Van Ryzin et aL in view of Guo et al. and Allport disclose 
the method of claim 32, wherein the media presentation is a television program (col. 5 
lines 30-39). 

Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Van 
Ryzin et al. (US# 6,255,961 ) as applied to claim 34 above, and further in view of Guo et 
al. (US# 6,173,330). 

Referring to claim 36, Van Ryzin et al. disclose the method of claim 34. However, 
Van Ryzin et al. did not explicitly disclose automatically updating said configuration data 
if new configuration data is available; and transferring the updated-configuration data to 
remote control if the electronic system is operatively coupled to the network. 

In the same field of endeavor of delivery entertainment data segment of Guo et 
al. disclose prior art that automatically transferring and updating data stream (col. 1 
lines 48-67) and display the current entertainment information. 

Therefore, the obvious and motivation combining of Guo et al. into Van Ryzin et 
al. is similar as stated in claim 7 above. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications form the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Au whose telephone number is (571) 272-3063. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached at (571 ) 272-2981 . The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571)-272- 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3050. 
Scott Au 



1817. 





